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7. Life Span 
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What is a sustainable Life Span for a Product?

A refrigerator of  1950 works until today 
using much energy.

A refrigerator of  2000 with a life span 
of  about 15 years uses little energy.
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What is better?

And??

How to judge what's better?

http://images.google.de/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ing-nagel.ch/grafik/fragezeichen.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.ing-nagel.ch/main.htm&h=300&w=200&sz=9&tbnid=J-gtP2AQoTzI-M:&tbnh=111&tbnw=74&hl=de&start=9&prev=/images?q=fragezeichen&svnum=10&hl=de&lr=
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Sustainable Life Cycle: Excellent Performance – Long Lasting 

Bionik: Future technology learns from nature
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Is a building also just a product?
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Buildings differ from classical manufactured products 
in the following points:

Long Life Span (25-80 years) with usually several renewals 
(renovation, reorganization, renewal of  technology,
exchange of  furniture etc.).
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Each building is unique. Even two buildings of  the same 
building type need distinct plannings and production lines.

Complex planning and high variability in material and 
technology.

www.tragwerker.de
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Life Span takes into 
Consideration
-Energy for Building during the 
entire Life Cycle – 40 years
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